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MGG NEWS
A Message from
our Editor
It has been a busy 12 months since I
stepped in to act as Chairman of
MGG for the time Gregor Eberli was
on sabbatical at Shell in The Netherlands. The Division has improved its
position substantially within RSMAS
with a number of new initiatives.
These include the National Center for
Caribbean Coral Reef Research
(NCORE) mentioned in the last edition
of our newsletter, the housing of the
office of JOIDES, the formation of
Center for Sub-Tropical (CSTARS)
Advanced Remote Sensing and the

MGG Canoe trip in late 2000. From left to right; Chris Moses, Brian Michaels, Tim Dixon, Jason Kislack, Ian Dixon, Brad Rosenheim, Guido Bracco-Gartner,
Chris Harrison (seated), Peter Swart, Genny Healy (seated), Kyla Swart, Leopoldo Martinez, Atty Tantivit, Loretta Leist, Carlos Alvarez-Zarikian, Omi, and
Ralf Weger.

Cooperative Ecosystem Studies Unit
for the South Florida and Caribbean
(SFC-CESU). In addition we have a
new faculty member, Mark Grasmueck
(more about him later in the newslet-

NEW MGG
FACULTY

ter) and eight new graduate students
who entered in the Fall of 2000.
Since it has been a while since we
gave you a run down, of who is who in
the division I thought that we would
include a list of the faculty, students,
and staff as we did in the first newsletter. Incidentally, Issue 1 and 2 of
the MGG newsletter are on the MGG
web site. I hope you enjoy this edition of the newsletter which is our
best and most ambitious yet.

(http://www.rsmas.
miami.edu/divs/mgg/).

Dr. Mark Grasmueck

Recent Thesis
and Dissertation

Mark received his Ph.D. from ETH
Zuerich. He developed one of the first
3-D ground penetrating radar systems
for geological applications and imaged
fracture networks in quarries. After his

Karin Bernet (PhD)
defended: August 24, 1999
Title: The Record of Hierarchical SeaLevel Fluctuations in Cores, Logs,
and Seismic Data Along the Great
Bahamas Bank Transect

Kyla Simons (MS)
Defended: June 23, 2000
Title: Volatiles in Basaltic GlasseFrom
Easter-Salas y Gomez Seamount
Chain: Implications for Geochemical
Cycling of Volatile Elements

Ph.D., Mark worked for 4 years in
the oil industry as an exploration
geophysicist doing pre-stack depth
migration projects for prospect
definition and reservoir characterization in the Central North Sea.
Mark joined MGG in December 2000
as an assistant professor. He
would like to apply state of the art
geophysical technologies from
industry to scientific problems in an
integrative and multidisciplinary
environment. Examples are 3-D
high-resolution lithology and fracture characterization of carbonate
reservoirs, and coral reef habitat,
morphology, internal structure and
development over time. This will
require the development of 3-D
high-density marine data acquisition
technologies. 3-D data processing
and visualization capabilities have
just been added to the renewed
seismic lab. Florida also offers
some good onshore exposures of
carbonate reservoirs. Mark has
been recently observed collecting
ground penetrating radar data in
Michael Finny (MS)
Defended: June 21, 2000
Title: Volatiles in Melt Inclusions
From Popocatepetl Volcano, Mexico: Implications for Volcanic Hazard and Subduction Zone Processes

public parks of the Miami area and on a golf
course in Palm Beach. If you know of any
good outcrops in your area please let him
know.

Send us your E-mail
address!!
Do you have information you want to
share with MGG
Alums?
Send your information to
Avis Miller

(amiller@rsmas.
miami.edu)

Brian Michaels (MS)
Defended: May 10, 2000
Title: Holocene Stratigraphy and Geomorphic Evolution of the Cape Sable
Region, Southwest Florida; Evidence
for Late Holocene Sea-Level Dynamics
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MGG Faculty
Keir Becker is a professor with interest in heat flow
and hydrothermal circulation in the ocean crust,
seafloor and borehole hy drogeological observatories.
He is current chair of the science committee of ODP
and is sailing as co-chief of Leg 196.

Jackie Dixon and Jim Natland: The Hard Rock Perspective in MGG

Jacqueline E. Dixon is an associate Professor with
interests in geochemistry, igneous petrology, volatiles in magmas. Jackie holds a 50% position at the
Coral Gables Geology Department.
Timothy Dixon
is a professor
specializing in
space geodetic
tec hniques,
global positioning system,
neotectonic
problems in the
Andes, Caribbean, and Gulf
of California.
He helped establish the new
CSTARS remote
sensing facility
which will be
based at the old
Naval satellite
Geologist Tim Dixon with essential supplies
facility near
Metro Zoo.
Gregor P. Eberli is a professor with interests in
marine geology, seismic stratigraphy, comparative
sedimentology, carbonate platform architecture, and
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petrophysics of carbonates. He is head of
the Comparative Sedimentology Laboratory
(CSL) which is supported by eight oil
companies. The research at the CSL
focuses on understanding the variations in facies, sequence stratigraphy,
petrophysical and
geochemical properties of modern and
ancient carbonate
systems to better
assess the heterogeneities in carbonates.
Robert N. Ginsburg,
Professor of SedimenWho are these good looking guys: Bruce Albrecht (MPO), Joe Prospero(MAC), Chris Harrison, Peter Swart
tology, still keeps one and Larry Peterson
foot in sedimentary
geology, but his main current interest is in the
plate tectonics. He is interested in Archean geology,
health of coral reefs in the Atlantic and Gulf of
especially the rates of sea floor spreading and sea
Mexico. He acts as the Producer of a regional wide
level change. He is also currently
assessment of coral reefs, which is explained at
Chairman of the JOIDES Executive Committee.
http://coral.aoml.noaa.gov/agra. While he is resting,
he is the Series Editor for Rock Stars in GSA ToJames H. Natland is a professor with interests in
day, profiles of famous earth scientists.
igneous petrology, marine geology, composition and
origin of ocean crust. Recently, Dr. Natland has
Mark P. Grasmueck is an assistant professor with
been working on the petrology of gabbroic rocks
interests in applied geophysics, ref lection seismic,
drilled from the lower ocean crust in the eastern
ground penePacific and Indian Ocean obtained during cruises of
trating radar,
the Ocean Drilling Program.
3-D depth
imaging,
Larry C. Peterson is an associate Professor with
marine geolresearch interests in paleoceanography, micropaleogy and
ontology, and deep sea sedimentation processes.
reservoir
He is currently chair of the Paleoceanography and
characterizaPaleoclimatology Committee of the American Geotion, highphysical Union and is Co-Editor of the journal Paleoresolution
ceanography. Dr. Peterson's present research is
sequence
focused primarily on reconstructing tropical climate
stratigraphy,
variability on interannual to millennial time scales
data integrausing varved sediments from the Cariaco Basin, an
tion and
anoxic marine basin in the southern Caribbean.
visualization.
Pamela Reid is an associate Professor working on
Christopher
carbonate sedimentation and diagenesis, geomicrobiHarrison is a
ology, coastal zone remote sensing and optical
professor
properties of sediments.
specializing
Mark becoming adapted to South Florida.
in geomagBruce R. Rosendahl is the Lewis Weeks Professor.
netism and
He works on divergent plate margins, rift zones and
rifted margins, seismic data interpretation.

New Jobs for MGG Students
It is a busy time of year for finishing MGG
students, writing their dissertations and theses. The big question is whether there is a
job to go to when they finish. For at least
three graduating students the problems have
been solved. Lisa Greer and Rene Price
both have been offered faculty positions and
Tony Poiriez will start with Exxon-Mobil. In
the fall Lisa Greer will start work at the Pennsylvania State University at University Park

as an Assistant Professor in the Department
of Geosciences. She will be teaching Earth
Science courses and developing a new project based introductory class for the department. She hopes to still manage to continue
research.
Rene Price has been offered an Assistant
Professor position at FIU in the Department
of Geology starting in September 2001. Her

Peter K. Swart is a professor specializing in env ironmental geochemistry, stable isotope geochemistry, carbonate diagenesis, hydrology, sedimentology,
and petrology. His current projects are focussing on
the use of water in South Florida and the paleoclimate of the Atlantic.

area of expertise is in hydrology and we
hope she continues her close connections to
RSMAS.Tony, Lisa and Rene are working
hard on their dissertations and hope to defend this summer.
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News In Brief

post-doc with Robert Ginsburg) was sailing as a sedimentologist. Steve Burns,
♦ Dr. Ginsburg led a field trip with a group
who was a post-doc with
of 14 students on a field trip to the BahaPeter Swart and recently took
mas in early May. Bob reports that you
a position at Amherst, was
would not recognize Red Bays with
one of the inorganic geosuburbs, bar, grocery stores and a
chemists on board the Joides
regular school bus. The house on JoulResolution.
ters is gone and Sponges have re♦ Last year (March 10-17,
placed square groupers as the business
2000) Jackie and Tim Dixon,
in Red Bays.
along with adjunct faculty and
♦ Congratulations are in order for Phil
RSMAS alum Enrique Cabral,
Kramer and his wife Tricia who gave
succes sfully ran a fieldtrip for
birth to their first child, Jack. Mother,
undergraduate and graduate
child and father are doing well.
students to Mexico to study
♦ Congratulations also to Robert and Lisa
Popocatépetl Volcano and the Bob with 2001 MGG students at outcrop on Joulters Cay in the Bahamas
who were married in Key West last
surrounding areas affected
on Volcano-Ice Interaction: subglacial
June.
by its catastrophic prehistoric
volcanism on the Earth and Mars. This
eruptions. They studied a varitrip was especially interesting because
ety volcanic features (lava
it involved terrestrial volcanologists and
flows, air fall, pyroclastic flows,
planetary geologists studying new high
and lahars) and visited several
resolution images from Mars. Justin
archaeological sites, including
participated in Jackie's study of subCholula (where the pyramid had
glacial volcanoes from northern British
to be dug out of lahars from
Columbia,Canada. He won first prize
Popo) and Teotihuacan. This
for his poster presented at undertrip combined archeology and
graduate research forum this last April.
geology and provided an oppor♦
Congratulations to Lisa Greer and
tunity for students to participate
Geoffrey Ellis who won awards for their
in active research (the GPS site
posters at AGU.
on Popo). A wonderful time was
♦
What do you say when a MGG faculty
had by all.
buys a Red Mazda Miata and gets a
♦ Jackie Dixon and underbelly button ring?
graduate student, Justin Filiberto, went to Iceland in August,
The Swiss team on Leg 194. From left to right Gregor Eberli, Pascal Kindler,
2000, to participate in a meeting
John Cedric, Peter Blum and Flavio Anselmetti.

♦

Gregor Eberli and Guido Bracco Gartner participated in Ocean Drilling Program Leg 194 (Jan. 5 - March 5, 2001).
A series of eight sites were drilled on
two drowned platforms on the Marion
Plateau, northeast Australia, in water
depths ranging from 304-419 m. The
major goal was to document a postulated 200 m sea level fall in the Middle
Miocene. Drilling showed that the fall
was less (approximately 85 meters). In
addition, the architecture of the
drowned platforms were assessed with
cores, seismic data and logs. Gregor
Eberli, who sailed as logging specialist,
will focus his post-cruise work on the
correlation between lithology, seismic
and log facies. Guido Bracco Gartner
will use samples from the cores for an
extensive petrophysical study. Three
former RSMAS associates were part of
the cruise. Flavio Anselmetti (a former
student of Gregor Eberli) was co-chief
scientist and Pascal Kindler (former

Jackie and Tim Dixon with undergraduates on the summer field course in Newfoundland, 2000.
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Who is who in MGG
STUDENTS

seismic data. Using this history, she will be able to
relate Gulf Stream change to North Atlantic circulation and global climate change.

Carlos ALVAREZ-ZARIKIAN (PhD) - Advisor: Patricia
Blackwelder. Carlos is working on: (1) Holocene
paleoclimate reconstruction derived from ostracod

Matthew BUONICONTI (PhD) - Advisor: Gregor
Eberli. Project: Matt's looking at the Upper Missis-

in Belize.
Jason KISLAK (MS) Advisor: Gregor Eberli. In a
follow-up project to the reservoir characterization of
the Mississippian Madison Formation, the role of
explosive brecciation during thrusting is assessed.
Jason is concentratinghis work on the Wind River
anticline.
Pete LaFEMINA (PhD) - Advisor: Timothy Dixon.
Pete's research is in applications of GPS in volcanology and tectonics in Costa Rica and Iceland.
Kathryn LAMB (MS) - Advisor: Peter Swart. Kathryn
is working on the nitrogen cycling in coral reefs.
Loretta LEIST (MS) - Advisor: Jackie Dixon. Loretta
is working on mantle heterogeneity beneath the migrating Southern Mid-Atlanic Ridge.
Eric LOUCHARD (PhD)- Eric is a joint MBF and MGG
student working with Pam Reid. He is working on
optical properties of carbonate sediments and remote
sensing.
Tiina MANNE (MS) - Advisor: Harold Wanless. Tiina's research involves areas of Early to Late Holocene, tropical coastal systems, paleo-environmental
reconstructions, and Paleoindian Archaeology.
Chris MOSES (MS) - Advisor: Peter Swart. Chris is
working on nitrogen isotopes as indicators of pollution in the marine environment and stable isotopes in
west African corals as proxy indicators of decadalscale climate variations in Africa.

Students Brigette Vlaswinkel, Kelly Bergman and MGG faculty Larry Peterson at MGG Picnic.

assemblages and stable isotopic data from Little Salt
Spring, Sarasota Co., Florida. (2) 1900's Paleoenv ironmental reconstruction of the Lower Everglades,
assessing natural and anthropogenic effects from
ostracod assemblages and stable isotopic studies;
(3) Paleoenvironmental evolution of the Helike delta
area, Greece.
Layaan AL-KHARUSI (PhD) - Advisor: Gregor Eberli.
Layaan is starting her Ph.D. in the field of sedimentology and stratigraphy. She received a grant from
the Petropleum Development of Oman to study in
the United States and was enc ouraged by Volker
Vahrenkamp to join the University of Miami.
Gregor BAECHLE– Advisors: Thomas Aigner and
Gregor Eberli. Gregor is student at the University of
Tuebingen, who received a grant from the German
National Science Foundation to conduct his experimental work at the CSL. His research focuses on
the role of variations in carbonate pore structures on
petrophysical properties.
Fred BADDOUR (PhD) - Advisor Peter K. Swart.
Fred is examining the stable isotopic composition of
groundwater plumes
Kelly BERGMAN (PhD) - Advisor: Gregor Eberli.
Kelly is establishing Cenozoic Gulf Stream history
using the record of current depos itional and erosional
features in the Florida Straits as interpreted from

sippian carbonates of Idaho. The focus of the project is to look at the margin architecture and the
processes involved in the progradation of the margin
into the Antler foredeep basin.
Michelle EDWARDS (MS) - Advisor Keir Becker.
Michelle as she is known is working on geophysical
aspects of legacy boreholes.

Edmundo NORABUENA (PhD) - Advisor: Timothy
Dixon. Edmundo's working on Crustal motion deformation in the Central Andes Peru and Bolivia) using
space geodetic techniques and numerical modeling.
Capri O'HARA (MS)- Advisor: Dr. Larry Peterson.
Capri is reconstructing planktonic foraminiferal records from the last interglacial-glacial cycle in the
Cariaco Basin, Venezuela, using a core retrieved
from ODP Site 1002.

Geoffrey ELLIS (PhD) - Advisor: Peter Swart. Geoff
is working on sedimentary controls on lacustrine
source rock potential.
Lisa GREER (PhD) - Advisor: Peter Swart. Lisa is
working on reconstructing Holocene climate change
by examining the chemistry of fossil corals in the
Dominican Republic.
Aleksandra JANIK (PhD) - Advisor: Gregor Eberli and
Bruce Rosendahl. Aleksandra is working on integration of high resolution seismic reflection profiles and
physical properties data from ODP Leg 167 along
California Margin for the paleoclimate studies in the
NE Pacific Ocean. Aleks hopes to defend this fall.
Xavier JANSON (PhD)- Advisor: Gregor Eberli. Xavier is working on the relationship between seismic
scale platform geometries, facies distribution and
variations in accommodation space in carbonates.
To reach this goal he is working on Miocene outcrops in Turkey, subsurface data sets from the Bahamas and South China sea, and modern sediments

Jason Kislak, Peter LaFemina, and Matt Buonconti

Nick PETERS (PhD) - Advisor: Bruce Rosendahl
Tony POIRIEZ (MS) - Advisor: Gregor Eberli. Tony's
topic of study is the tectonostratigraphy of the Florida Straits and Northwestern Bahamas, which concerns the tectonic evolution of this region and the
northern extent of deformation associated with the
collision of the Greater Antilles island arc with the
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southeastern continental margin of North America.
Rene PRICE (PhD) - Advisor: Dr. Peter Swart.
Rene's dissertation work involves a geochemical
investigation of groundwater flow in Everglades National Park

Rene with her husband Jim, mother in law and two other products of her PhD research. Rene will start a new position at FIU
in the Fall.

Brad ROSENHEIM (PhD) - Advisor: Peter Swart.
Brad is working on a dissertation attempting to establish sclerosponges as reliable paleoclimate proxy
indicators. Brad was MGG’s student of the year in
2000-2001
Marie-Eve SCHERER (MS) - Advisor: Larry Peterson.
Marie-Eve will work on reconstruction of past oceans
and climates based on micropaleontological data.
Brigitte VLASWINKEL (PhD) - Advisor: Harold Wanless. Brigitte interests are coastal geomorphology,
STRESS (hurricane impact, sea level rise, overexploitation/population) on coastal environments like
beaches, estuaries and mangrove forests, LIDAR
and GIS as tools.
Ralf WEGER (MS) - Advisor Bruce Rosendahl.

RESEARCH STAFF

From Left to Right Layaan, Mark, Guido, Tiina, Kathryn Amel, Chris, Jason, Marie -Eve, Bridgett, Brad, Christophe, Matt, and Kelly on the
Beach at Joulters Cay during the 20001 field trip.

Phil KRAMER has been working with Dr. Ginsburg as a
Research Associate studying the health of coral reefs
in the Caribbean.
Matt LYNN received his Ph.D. from RSMAS and has
been supervising the operation of the new Environmental Scanning Electron microscope on the Coral
Gables Campus
Greta MacKENZIE is a part time research associate in
the stable isotope group. She is working on diagenesis
of carbonates from the Middle-east and helps keep
things in order.

STAFF

Alan BUCK works for the Comparative Sedimentology
Laboratory.
Karen FLEITES looks after certain accounts within
the division and is the associate staff person of the
Comparative Sedimentology Laboratory.
Vivian GONZALEZ is a technician in the stable isotope laboratory.

Donald McNEILL continues to run the paleomag laboratory and participates in the Comparative Sedimentology
Laboratory,

Guido BRACCO GARTNER sailed as a physical properties specialist on ODP Leg 194 to the Marion Plateau, offshore Queensland, Australia. He will work
porosity-velocity relationships of the Leg 194 sediments and rocks and evaluate the effects of early
cementation on velocity and permeability.
Henny Groschel-Becker is a part time research
fellow designing and editing the Miami version of the
JOIDES Journal in February 2001. The May issue
(Volume 27, No. 1) recently was sent to JOI in
Washington for printing and distribution. Henny also
is developing new outreach and research opportunities.
Enrique CABRAL is a former student and visiting
scientist who is collaborating with Dr. Tim Dixon on
applying remote sensing techniques, such as Sy nthetic Aperture Radar interferometry to assess surface displacement in active volcanoes and urban
areas with fast subsidence rates.
Christophe DUPRAZ is a Post Doctoral Research
Associate working with Pam Reid working on Stromatolites.
Terri HOOD has been carrying out research on Florida Bay and teaching part time at the main campus.

Former MGG student Karin Bernet and Karen Neher at a meeting
of the sponsors of the Comparative Sedimentology Laboratory.

Avis MILLER is staff associate and secretary to the
chairman.
Edmundo Norabuena and Rob Harris ( a former post doctoral associate in MGG). Rob is currently a faculty member at the University of
Utah.

Carlos RIVERO is in charge of the GIS laboratory.
Amel SAIED is a research associate in the stable
isotope laboratory.

Paul SHEN is a visiting scientist from the Southwest
Petroleum Institute in Nanchong, China. He is working
within the CSL and concentrates his research on the
control of sonic velocity in carbonates.
Elspeth URQUHART is working in the JOIDES office.

Corey SCHROEDER is a research technician in the
stable isotope laboratory.
Teri VILLAMOR is technical word processor and
general secretary.
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LIFE AFTER RSMAS: MY
MEANDERING ITINERARY
By Dr.Bernard J. Pierson
More than 20 years already since I left Miami. And the past two decades have been
so full, diverse and rewarding. Yet, it is fair
to say that my time at RSMAS and particularly those intense years at Fisher Island
had prepared me well for what was to
come.
It was July 1976. I had driven down to Miami from Kentucky in my Fiat 124 Sport
Coupe, with my wife Jacqueline and the few
odd belongings typical of a grad student
packed up to the roof. The enchanting settings of RSMAS and Fisher Island immediately made me forget the humid warmth
and the hungry mosquitoes. I was to spend
there 4 of the best and most captivating
years of my life, maturing my passion for
carbonates under the inspiring guidance of
Dr Ginsburg.
The highlight of my stay there was the fieldwork I did for my Ph.D. dissertation in the
Bahamas. Under the famous “Treaty of
Fisher Island” concluded with a handshake,
my friend and office mate David Beach and
myself had divided the Bahamas into our
respective kingdoms of the northwestern
and southeastern Bahamas. Braving the
unreliable service of Bahamas Air and the
high seas on the sea-sickness-inducing
Calanus, I spent several months taking
rock cores in the remote and salty island of
Great Inagua and in Hogsty Reef. Details of
these expeditions and, more importantly,
the compelling geological discoveries extracted from the rocks can be found in a
landmark dissertation, currently gathering
dust in the RSMAS library.
In 1980, Shell judged that my training had
reached an adequate level and hired me to
contribute to their never-ending search for
fossil fuels. Since then, they have dispatched me to a variety of places on earth,
some more attractive than others, but all
with undeniably positive sides.
I spent my first 4 Shell years with the carbonate group at Shell’s research lab in Rijswijk, in the Netherlands, actually using my
newly acquired knowledge of carbonates. It
is during these years that our family doubled in size, with the arrival of a son and a
daughter.
In early 1985, I was posted to Petroleum
Development Oman in the Sultanate of
Oman for what was called a broadening
assignment. This meant, in the words of the
local manager: “It is now time for you to
learn about clastics and seismic interpreta-
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tion”. I took up the challenge and even managed to discover my own oil field in Permian
sandstones. By 1988, I had convinced my
management that we should turn our interest
to the Pre-Cambrian carbonates of Oman
and was off with my hammer to change the
old saying “what you know, you don’t see
and what you see you don’t know”.
Shell must have thought I had done a reasonably good job and sent me to be Chief
Geologist in Buenos Aires, Argentina in 1989.
My first real contact with Latin America, entrancing and fascinating, but somewhat
marred by hyperinflation and the climate of
insecurity it engendered. My family could not
cope with this and we unfortunately had to
move back to Europe in 1990.
From the corporate headquarters of Shell
International in The Hague, I was commissioned to lead a small team to seek new ventures in the newly independent Eastern European states, west of Russia. For four years, I
explored Romania, Hungary, Poland, Albania,
Bulgaria and the Baltic states during one of
the most interesting times in the history of
these countries. By 1995, Shell had opened
offices in Romania and Albania and was being teased by the Polish Government.
In early 1995, I moved back to Latin America,
as Exploration Manager of Compania Shell de
Colombia, with Pauline, my new companion.
Living in Bogota was somewhat challenging
and thrilling. Three weeks after my arrival, I
fell prey to a small gang of “ladrones”, armed
with sharp knives, who swiftly took possession of my belongings, but left me physically
intact. This did not deter me from enjoying life
and work in one of the most beautiful countries I have seen (I recommend the stunning
old Spanish city of Cartagena as a holiday
destination). The fascinating geology of Colombia and my close contacts with Colombian
colleagues at the National Oil Company
Ecopetrol were more reasons to thoroughly
enjoy my stay there.
In July 1997, I received an offer I could not
refuse from a small independent Oil Company based in the UK. I left Shell and moved
to London as General Manager for Exploration with Premier Oil. I quickly collected a
series of other charges and titles, such as
GM of Premier Cuba, Premier Tunisia and
Premier Trinidad, which caused my working
days to stretch to the extreme. These were,
however, exhilarating times, during which I
was intimately involved in the running of an oil
company.
By the end of 1998, the low oil price had hit
hard on the small companies and Premier
was forced to drastically reduce staff at the
London Headquarters. At the same time,
Premier merged their Pakistan assets with
Shell and created a new venture for which

they needed an ex-Shell hand. I volunteered
and moved to Islamabad, Pakistan in early
1999, as Regional Exploration Manager for
South Asia and Asset Manager for Pakistan.
The heavy workload in Islamabad combined
with traveling to Myanmar, Singapore, etc.
left me no time to get bored, but little time to
spend with my family. Unfortunately, by the
end of 1999, a major conflict with my management led me to resign from Premier Oil
and I moved back to Europe.
I had hardly rested a couple of months that
Shell contacted me with an offer to return
and help them develop their new opportunities in the Middle East. I saw this as a golden
opportunity to test my carbonate background and experience after so many years
as a non-practitioner and after a few months
with the Carbonate Team in The Hague, I
moved to Abu Dhabi as senior advisor with
Shell and the national oil company ADCO.
The job at ADCO is absolutely fascinating.
Together with a few colleagues from ADCO,
BP and TotalFinaElf, we are re-inventing the
geological history of the southern Arabian
Gulf, knocking down the old dogmas one
after the other. Playing with practically unlimited data and billions of barrels of oil, all in
carbonate reservoirs, is great fun and a lot
more interesting than all the managerial jobs
I have done in the past 10 years. This area
offers many opportunities to do new work in
carbonates, not only in the oil fields, but also
in the wonderful limestone outcrops of the
Oman Mountains and in the recent carbonate deposits of the southern Gulf, where the
ghosts of Bruce Purser, Bob Ginsburg,
Gene Shinn and others still haunt the oolite
bars and the sabkhas. I believe I have found
the right spot, at last.
Bernard Pierson
C/o Shell Abu Dhabi
P.O. Box 46807
Abu Dhabi
United Arab Emirates
Tel: +971-2-633 3620
Fax: +971-2-633 3640

Geotopic Speakers Needed!!
Are you planning on coming to
Miami? Why not come and
give a Geotopics Seminar and
visit MGG? If you are coming
to Miami and wish to give a
talk contact Avis Miller who
will put you in touch with the
Geotopics Coordinator.
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Where are they Now?
♦

Ellen Prager is now an assistant dean
at RSMAS . She is in charge of outreach activities and still does some
freelance writing.

New Faculty Positions in MGG

♦

in

The aim is to take advantage
ofRSMAS
the new
at
andX-band
is teachingreceiving
science at
facility
which
be housed
Palmer Trinity Highwill
School.
He reports Ellen Prager
in MGG
and AMP. Interested
that
it is great!
applicants should contact the
♦ Kyla Simons recently finished a MS with Jackie Dixon and is starthead of the search committee.
Brian Michaels recently finished a MS

ing a PhD at LDEO with Charles Langmuir.

♦

Division
ofhas
Marine
Geology
and
David
Black
just finished
a post
doctoral fellowship at the UniGeophysics
versity
of South Carolina and has accepted a position at the UniUniversity
of Miami
versity
of Akron
starting in August 2001. Dave graduated from
4600
Rickenbacker
Causeway
RSMAS in 1998 after completing
a PhD with Larry Peterson on
Miami Fl 33149
the Cariaco Basin.

♦

Karin Bernet recently defended her Ph.D. thesis and has moved
to Switzerland. Karin recently became the proud mother of a
baby girl.

♦

Paul Crevello has been busy. After leaving Marathon Research
Center of Excellence in 1994, due to its closure, Paul moved to
Borneo to develop a graduate program in Petroleum Geoscience
at the University of Brunei. Since 1997, Paul created a geologic
consulting firm, Petrex Asia, which focuses on reservoir and
stratigraphic studies, which has offices located in Malaysia and
Brunei. AAPG invited Paul to present the first Huffington distinguished lecture series. The tour is organized into 4 tours: Australia-New Zealand; India-Pakistan; Northern east Asia including
Japan, Korea, Vietnam, Philippines and Thailand, and an Indonesian tour.

♦

♦

Victor Rossinsky and Fred Baddour are doing well. They
formed an environmental company, CRB and are very busy.
They now have offices in South Carolina and Boston and are
planning to open an office in San Francisco.

Two Vahrenkamp
new faculty
positions
Volker
is still
with Royal
Dutch
haveShell
beenand
opened
has recently
in MGG
been
posted
to Oman.
the area
of remote sensing.

♦

also an Associate Professor of Oceanography and Marine Geology at Kean University and is a Visiting Professor at Rutgers
University

Cooperative Ecosystem Unit
MGG is the new home of the Cooperative Ecosystem Unit
(CESU) for South Florida and the Caribbean. The CESU is a
mechanism for supporting research in Federal Lands and is
supported by the National Park Service, USGS, and the Bureau of Land Management. Although the University of Miami
is the lead organization, there are eight other universities and
organizations associated with the CESU. The benefit to the
partner institutions is that funds will be able to be moved
easily from the federal government with only a reduced overhead and a one page amendment to the cooperative agreement. Several existing CESUs have already processed several millions of dollars. “It is a win-win situation for RSMAS
and MGG“, said Dean of the Rosenstiel School Otis Brown.
The CESU is being headed by Dr. Swart. For further information on the CESU check out the CESU web site (http://mgg.
rsmas.miami.edu/sfcesu/index.htm)
“The CESU is a win-win situation for RSMAS and
MGG“, said Dean of the Rosenstiel School Otis

Mark Palmer is alive and well leading a successful independent oil
company in Denver, CO. Several of MGG faculty and alumni
were treated to dinner by Mark and his wife and exchanged stories about RSMAS in the old days. A great evening was had by
all. Thanks Mark!

♦

Tony Barros is an associate senior professor at Miami-Dade
Community College where he teaches Oceanography, Astronomy, and GIS.

♦

Carrie Manfrino, ex-student of RNG has founded and is now the

Lonnie Thompson and Jerry Wasserburg at the 1st Annual
Henir Bader Lecture at RSMAS, March 2001.

Executive Director of the Marine Environmental Education and
Research Institute, a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization whose mission is to promote coral reef conservation through
scientific research projects and to provide educational opportunities for students, educators and marine science officials. She is

Gerry Wasserburg has endowed a lecture series at RSMAS in
honor of Henri Bader, the famous glaciologist. The first lecture in
the series was held in March and was given by Lonnie Thompson
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JOIDES Office
The JOIDES Office to coordinate scientific
planning for the Ocean Drilling Program
(ODP) returned to RSMAS for 2001-2003.
The Office will be headed by Prof. Keir
Becker, who will chair the JOIDES Science

Henny Groschel-Becker, Elspeth Urquhat and others at European Geosciences Meeting in Strassbourg.

and Operations Committees. Also working in

the Office are Prof. Chris Harrison, who will
chair the JOIDES Executive committee; Dr.
Elspeth Urquhart of the UK, who will serve as
International Liaison; and Aleksandra Janik,
Science Coordinator. The Office rotated from
a two-year stint at GEOMAR in Germany,
where it was headed by Prof. Bill Hay, former
MGG professor and Dean of RSMAS. For
much of January, the hallway in the southwest corner of the third floor of N. Grosvenor
was cluttered with boxes from the huge shipment of files from the GEOMAR Office.
This is the second time the JOIDES Office
has been headquartered at RSMAS, the first
having been in 1983-1984, under the direction
of Prof. Jose Honnorez, who chaired the
Planning Committee (PCOM). (In the early
1970's, Bill Hay also chaired PCOM from
RSMAS). In 1983-1984, Jose led the community through the critical transition between
the Deep Sea Drilling Project and ODP . It
appears that the present rotation of the JOIDES Office will be the last, as ODP is scheduled to formally end in 2003. Prospects are

Chris Harrison and Keir Becker heading the new JOI

good that a completely new program, the
Integrated Ocean Drilling Program (IODP)
will follow the ODP after 2003.
For more details on JOIDES, go to

http://joides.rsmas.miami.edu

